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On Civil Religion: New Horizon of Historical
Explanations and Practical Development of Confucianism

CHEN Ming

Abstract: Civil religion in contemporary China relates to two issues: one is the religion of
Confucianism and the other is the theory of shatiéding and natiofbuilding. Since a sound
theoretical basis for the relationship between Confucianism and civil religion would only be
grounded on a careful consideration on the issue oflstalging and natiofbuilding, the latter

theory seems to be more fundamental. From the imperial peribd pattysate regime, China
inherits vast territory that had been conquered by the Qing dynasty since the seventeenth
century. In order to establish a modern republic state, China, the multiethnic state, has to face
practical problems and keep balance lestwtwo goals, i.e. realizing the modern value and
rejuvenating the traditional Chinese culture. Both goals are keys and features of the state
building and natiofbuilding in nowadays China; and the point of this dissertation, taking
Confucianism as civiteligion, also bases on such practical and historical considerations. It is
the selfexpectation and historical mission for Confucian intellectuals to actively participate
into the course of civil religion building; meanwhile, it is also an internal remént for
Confucianism to be seteflected and renovated profoundly.

Key Words: Confucianism as a Religion; Civil Religion; Stdteilding; Natiorbuilding
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Christian Citizens and the Christianity with Chinese
Characteristics

L1 Xiangping

Abstract: The unique tension between Christian internal fellowshipeaielnal environment,

to a certain extent, making the rapid development of Christianity in contemporary Chinese

society. But the extension of this tension also led to the concept that institutional religions are

not conducive to national identitythus alsoconstitute the problem of the indigenization of
contemporary Christianity. There is a |l ack of i
systems, therefore need to construct a pdhith way. Christian backgrounduch as identity,

professionand education, combined with their faith way, and were integrated into the faith

practice. So we should use citizenship to express and regulate personal religious beliefs, let
personal faith becomes the consensus and identity of a social level. Thescerefighe

Christian indigenization is the integration between the citizen of the Christian faith and the
public identity, the soci al role transformatio
the identity of citifathnsd faith and the way of

Keywords:Chri stianity, way of <citizensé faith, soc

| 34]



2014 1 2 ~ Research for Christianity in ChjiNn.1 2014

Historical Researcleson Chinese Christianity
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The Apost at eCofNparsonYeatweénai 0 s
Christianity and Buddhism and Its Inspiration to Sino-
Christian Theology thereof

SUN Shangyang

Abstract: As an important entrepreneur in the history of modern China, Nie Yuntai+1880

1953) converted to Christianity when he was 35 yeldqin 1915). His conversion, which

aimed primarily at national salvation as he recalled, is an achievement of an American
missionary William Wirt Lockwood 1877% 1936 not the result of r
writings as Nie himself claimed exclusively whiea reconstructed his autobiography after he
apostatized his belief of Jesus Christ. He made many contributions to the Church and played a
rather active and i mportant role in works of
1917 and his failure of busess in 1924, he gradually became alienated and even hostile to
Christianity. He finally defected from his belief of Christ in 1925 and converted to Buddhism,

which reveals, as this article tries to argue, the characteristics of Chinese religious.éelief, i
believing only on the basis of efficaciousness. In order to justify his apostate, he published
many articles and books to criticize Christianity and appraised Buddhism. His comparison
between Christianity and Buddhism is not one in the sense of acaderdy. He defined
Christianity as the religion of God, the arbitrary and belligerent religion, and Buddhism as the
religion of human mind, and inclusive and peaceful religion. He tried to argue that the former

is a narrowmined, superficial, crude relign and the latter a philosophically deep and exquisite

e a

one. He | ooked down upon the doctrine -of fAjust.

contradictory one, which, in his eyes, neglects the meaning of good works and the subjectivity
of humankind in determining human ultimate fate. On the contrary, the teaching that human
being can determine his own ultimate fate, which is the production of the fusion of popular

Buddhi sm and Confuciani sm, satisfiessthi¢i e very

spirit of contemporary religious dialogue, it is rather instructive to the-Shrgstian theology,

since it demonstrates, from a Chinese apostate

between faith and works in Christian doctrine.

Key Words: NIE Yuntai, comparison between Christianity and Buddhism, -Simdstian
Theology
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Grace and the A Chsiynoe:s ef rRoim etsh
perspective of the controversy between the Jansenists and
the Jessuits

HUANG Jia

Abstract: Jansenism is a Catholic movement happened mainly in France during the 17
18 century. Jansenism is an important part of Catholic Reformation andhfistary.

Besides, because of the Chinese Rites Controversy, Jansenism also has connection with
Chinese history. Here we try to analyse Jansenism and its controversy with Jesuits about
Chinese Rituals. In order to make that clear, the characters of 8foiioonciliation of

grace and frevill and the theology of Jansenists needs to be analyzed.

Key Words: Grace, Chinese Rites Controversy, Jesuits, Jansenism
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Trying Territory: Missionaries and the Nexus of Local
Power in Northwestern China (19281936)

CHEN Yanrong

Abstract: During the period of 1923936, three CIM female missionaries (Mildred Cable,
Evangeline Frances French and Francesca Law Fr
along GansiiXinjiang Road (also Silk Road in China) and started a mission station iro&uz

The evangelistic journeys led to their encounters and dialogues with local people, about which

plenty of records have been written and kept till now. Specifically, all of these diaries, letters,

articles, autobiographies and other books are the naainop primary material used in this

research. The rest covers data from local society, involving archives and local documents, and

coll ection of other contemporary travelersod nc
figures and events are preseng plower structure in the local society, in which the missionaries

settled themselves, can be discussed. This research takes the local perspective from below. It
indicates that the power of the military dominated villages and small towns within this area;

and between the military and grassroots people were local officials, gentry, merchant and

religious leaders, who were supposed to play the role of guardians in rural society, but actually

did not. By telling stories of the relationship between the missemand other figures, this

paper is to trace how the three female missionaries and their community were finding a
potentially appropriate approach to explore more space within the nexus of local power.

Keywords: female missionaries, Gansu, Xinjiang, power
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On Catholic LI Wenyu (18401911 s Vi ew of Evol
during late Qing

XIAO Qinghe, GUOQO Jianbin

Abstract: Yan Fu (8541921 was asignificant moderntranslator His Chinese version of

Evolution and Ethichad greatly promotethe thought of Sociale v o | u whiclo notdonly

provided theoretical basis for Chinese salvatinr,alsohas positive impaston the academic

world atthat time. Therefore scholaadways paid close attentions to the positive influnences

of the Chinese edition dEvolution and Ethicsbuthave little research on the reflection and

refutation for Chinese Christians on this book and its thoughts such as evdiuttia.paper,

with focusonani madver si on on Yan Fuds ChandXelske ver si on
written bytheCatholic priest.| Wenyu(18401911) the authoinvestigatsLiwe ny ués not i on
of AEvolution and Ethicso. Forsfiotyi, gt hi af papec.i
wenyu thought that everything in the world was created by the God, and then pninzitaréal

was just initial stateof all things and a necessary condition fbe composition obther

substances. Primitivaaterial was not egted inherently. Although it had raw powird i d n 6 t

prompt the biodiversity. Because all kinds of species in the weailch withfeaturesit could

carry out their dutieand orderlythrive according téaw of development, only the God had the

power tocreate everything. Secondly, the people who supported the evolution thought that

creature always followed the law that everything is inanimate to animate and no spirituality to

having spirituality inthe course obi ol ogi c al evol ut ipdm.si Bhat ainsd
fichanges in species. CliotisPrag t experidental results and combining with logical

reasoning, L wenyu thoughthat all creatures are derived from their own seeds or spawns

i nstead of AMet apl asi ao. Aststrictlyhdistinction megweeni me he
humans and animals. Comparing with external characteristics between humans and monkeys

and combining the trut hrantitorzals pe b e e esbadajheat kh e o f

manifested monkeys never evolved into laums . Meanwhil e he also defi
further refute thedo changes in specieso. I n a v
r e f uMetaplgsi@h and fichanges therstudy pfiweé ey dohceeploli | ast |,
evol ut i o redrichthe dcpdemigtudyonffEnl i ght e n meas tell asth@ u g ht 0

history ofthe Catholic Churcim China

Key Words: LI Wenyu, refutation onEvolution and Ethicsprimitive material Metaplasia ,
changes in species
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On Religious Dialogue of Karl LudvigReichelt 187
1952

WANG Ying

Abstract: Karl Ludvig Reichelt(18771952) is a Norwegian missionary, he came to China in
1903, and died in Hong Kong in 1952. Under the em#tiral background, his method of
studying world religions in the practice of missionary working and religious dialdgures
from one Christianity perspective to the joint
religious dialogue manifests the characteristics of taking Christianity as fundamental base,
religion comparison as methodology, and launches uniqueorelidialogues with a focus on

the harmony between Christianity belief and religious understanding, religious feeling and
objective judging. In the course of the meeting of eastern culture and western culture, the
difference between Chinese religion andi€anity on God, Trinity, sin bring so much trouble

to Reicheltds practical mi ssionary wor k. I n o
tries to find the right way in religious dialogue. And while he compares the different kinds of
world religions, the way of regarding the comparative method as the means to make pagans
Christians, or the way of regarding the comparative method as the equally dialogue style, how
to make a choice always confuse Reichelt. In one respect, taking the doctimestifinity

as the only standard of religion comparison may lead to the not widely acknowledgement. On
the other hand, Reichelt tries to create an environment in which different religions could have
mutual progresses and motivations based on objectegnetations of others. Although in the
course of indigenization, Reichelt discards some basic principles of Christianity in a sense and
distorts somewhat previous purpose of religious dialogue, his effort to syncretize Christianity
and Chinese culture witd not lack its necessity in a time of great changes, and his sincerity,
generousness, kindness, openness should be referred by religious dialogue in contemporary
world. The paper tries to relate and analyze the religious dialogue of Reichelt from ttikeGod
Trinity and the Sin, summarize the characters of the dialogue, and explore the relating topics
on the religious dialogue.

Key Words: Karl Ludvig Reichelt (18771952), Religious Dialogue, Dialogue between
Christianity and Buddhism
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Preliminary Study of the Third Servant Song of Second
Isaiah

WANG Dong

Abstract: 587 B.C, Jerusalem was conquered by the Babylonians, ending the Kingdom of Judah. It

became an unprecedented disaster for the Jewish people in the history of Jews. It aims to study the
historical, political and theological situation of Israelites arolnedgderiod of exile. Since Second

Isaiah is full of verses concerning the servant and it has to do with the situation of Israelites at that

time, then based on it, it tries to study the third servant song from a holistic perspective. The servant

has the rgsonsibility of proclaiming the words of Yahweh among gentiles, according to the creative

role that Yahweh played. As a result, the servant

Key words: Exile, Monotheism, Servant, Justice
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History of Nestorian: On the Life of Nestorius

WU Jiawang

Abstract: This article reports the dramatic and persecuted life of Nestorius, who once held one
of the highest posts in all Christendom, that of the patriair€onstantinople, during the most
turbulent period in the Roman Empire. The rise of Nestorius reflects his brilliance in theology,
and his powerful speaking skills. His downfall, however, was caused by his lack of political
skills, and his disrespect tine opinions of others. Facing his irandblood and corrupt
opponent, Cyril the patriarch of Al exandria, wt
his fate was sealed from the beginning. To appr
to the study the new perspective of the early Chinese Church, known giadjvge take into
consideration the following factors: 1. Nestorianism has been considered as one of the most
misunderstood heresies in the history of Christianity. On the bémet, the Church of the East,
which Nestorius founded, has been recognized as afass missionary Church. Because of

the historical doctrinal controversies, even though Nestorius is one of the most important
personalities in the history of Christignin China, the Chinese Church at large is looking the
other way. 2. After Nestorius perished into exile, very little is known about the last days of his
life, until almost 1500 years later, his book length manuscriptBtuk of Heraclideswhich
hewrote during his last days of his exile and preserved by his disciples, was discovered. Maybe
Martin Luther had a point, when he confessed that he did not understand what the error of
Nestorius was. 3. Not until 1994, Pope John Paul Il of the Rom&ol€athurch andvar

Dinkha 1V, CatholicosPatriarch of the Assyrian Church of the East, signed a Common
Christological Declaration, profess their common faith. At the time, what is left of the once
powerful Church of the East, amounts to 500 thousand bmmsyworldwide. The large
population of the great Church that first brought Christianity to China in the Tang dynasty, was
nearly completely massacred by the Ottoman Empire.

Key Words: Nestorian, Nestorius, Eastern Church, Jingjiao
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